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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To put a symbol in any direction and to efficiently read 
it by using the symbol provided with a data field and a boundary for 
positioning adjacent to the data field. 

CONSTITUTION: A symbol 10 Includes a data field 12 which is 
provided with internal data cells 14 arranged as a matrix and is ^ 
surrounded with lines. The internal data field 12 is surrounded with a J 
data cell boundary 16 for direction and timing, and this boundary 16 > 
is used for timing and to decide the direction of the symbol. An 
outside data field 18 may acts as a silent area and may be 
surrounded by a silent area. Image data is processed to specify the 
boundary, and position and timing information are determined by the 
boundary, and data is sampled by a decoding means. Thus, image t 
data is read in any direction without deciding the direction. 
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